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CONNECTÖGROWÖSERVE 
September/October 2011  

 

Advent Office Hours:  Monday -Thursday, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm;  closed Fridays        

Welcome Weekend at Advent: September 10/11  

Advent United Methodist Church    

3945 Lexington Avenue S.   

Eagan MN  55123  

Summer is drawing to a close.  Itõs been HOT!  Itõs 

been HUMID!  Itõs been FUN!  And now the excite-

ment is building as kids, moms & dads,  teachers, 

school bus drivers . . . and many other people pre-

pare for and start a new school year.  
 

At Advent UMC, weõre also preparing . . .  
 

To make new friends and greet the old as we    

return to our regular weekend worship schedule: 
Saturdays, òthriveó @ 5pm, Sundays 9 & 10:45am; 

To hear the shouts of joyful kids as they return to 

Faith Builders Childrenõs Ministry on Saturday eve-

nings and Sunday mornings, and Insight, Ignite, 

and Youth Night weekly on Sunday evenings;  

To grow in our faith and friendships at Advent, 

through many new adult small and large group 

studies which begin in September & October.  
 

Everyone is invited to celebrate  Welcome Weekend 

at Advent, with a picnic meal following Saturday 

evening òthriveó worship on September 10; and at 

Adventõs annual all-church festival of food and 

games, following Sunday worship on September 11.  
 

On Sunday, households attending the festival are 

asked to bring side dishes which will complement 

grilled hot dogs (which are provided) as follows:  

 

Last name beginning with  
 

A-J: Rice, potato or vegetable side dishes  

K-S: Fruit or vegetable salads  

T-Z:  Desserts  
 

Mark your calendar NOW for worship and 

celebration at Advent UMC, and be sure to 

invite your neighbors, friends, co -workers 

and anyone else who might be looking for a 

a place to CONNECT, GROW & SERVE.  

Fall 2011 Sermon Series: Be Rich! 
Details on page 6  
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The Advent òBulletin Boardó   

Online Giving   
 

ONLINE GIVING for Adventõs General Fund,   

Capital Campaign Fund, and Missions is available 

via our website, www.advent -

umc.com .  Once on the site, look for 

the red button on the homepage . . . 

click it, and youõll be redirected to Adventõs se-

cure page to set up your personal, CONFIDENTIAL 

profile.  This is an easy way for you to make regu-

lar contributions to Advent which in turn helps us 

manage our monthly cash flow.   

Questions? Contact our Business Manager Ellen at 

ethorson@advent -umc.com or 651-454-3944. 

Fall Yoga  
A new six -week gentle yoga session will be held at 

Advent UMC, Mondays from September 12 ñ

October 17, 4:30 -5:30 pm.  Cost:  $50.   Yoga is a 

wonderful practice that  

reduces stress,  

improves strength and flexibility, and  

promotes overall well -being.  

The class is open to both men and women of 

varying fitness levels. Please bring a yoga mat or a 

beach towel to class and dress in comfortable 

layers. Please feel free to contact Karen DeBaun 

(yoga instructor) to register, or drop off your regis-

tration form at the Advent church office.  

Karen DeBaun: 651 -681-1672; 

karenyogam@gmail.com  
Career/Jobs Fair Sept. 19  

On Monday, Sept. 19, 2011from 9 a.m. -1 p.m.  

a Career & Jobs Fair will be held at the Eagan 

Community Center (1501 Central Parkway).  

Scheduled to be a the Fair are several dozen 

private -sector employers who currently have 

job openings in a wide variety of fields includ-

ing the health care, technology, financial, and 

retail industries. Employment assistance organi-

zations and a variety of educational institu-

tions are also scheduled to attend. The fair 

also includes breakout sessions focusing on 

interview skills, effective resume writing, and 

other tips for job seekers .  For detailed info 

check out the website of 2nd District Con-

gressman John Kline.  

Sanctuary Projection & Sound  
 

Thanks to the tremendous generosity of so many 

at Advent, we have now completed updating the 

sound and projection systems used for worship in 

our Sanctuary.  Thank you to everyone who 

worked so effectively and faithfully on the updat-

ing process.  If you have an interest in sound or 
projection and would like to receive training to 

assist at òthriveó or on Sunday morning, please 

contact Pastor Judy at judy@advent -umc.com.  

World Wide Village is pleased to announce  

that the 5th Annual Festival for Haiti benefit will 

be held at the DoubleTree by Hilton, on Satur-

day, October 15, 2011, from 5:00 - 9:30 pm. It 

will be an evening with great food, a unique 

silent auction and the opportunity to learn 

more about World Wide Villageõs work in Haiti! 

For more info:  www.worldwidevillage.org  

Are You Interested in an African 

Adventure in 2012?  
Plans are being made right here at Advent to 

form a team of short -term volunteers in mission 

who will travel to Liberia, West Africa in July 

2012 to work with O.C. Ministries of the United 

Methodist Church (òO.C.ó = Operation Class-

room, Clinic, and Church).  On Sunday Sept 18 

@ 6:30 pm, Rev. Linda Koelman will be at      

Advent to give an overview of O.C. Ministries 

and plans being made for a team.  Rev. Linda 

has been to Liberia many times and will help 

lead the Advent team, assisted by Youth Di-

rector Lindsey Nuehring.  Come find out more!  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOXJIFhl-Qxk3RpgMZcHZRC61q4qJDDuf89STNCYkcYRM2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p3pTfzhgmTl57zCGt1U6jvM=&ver=3
mailto:karenyogam@gmail.com
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Adult Faith Formation  

Fall Offerings for Adults  
 

Level:  Root  
 

Connecting with God: Bible Basics  
Wednesday Evenings, October 5 -November 16  

7:00ñ8:00 pm;  Emmaus Room  

Facilitators:  Cindy Yanchury & Stephanie Clark  

Cost: $10  
 

Exploring Christianity  
Wednesday Evenings, October 5 -November 16  

7:00ñ8:00 pm; Fellowship Hall  

Facilitator:  Rev. Judy Zabel  
 

Level:  Shoot  
 

Disciple 1 (Red Book)  
Wednesday Evenings for 34 weeks ñbeginning 

September 21; 6:30 -8:30 pm;  Bethany Room  

Facilitator:  Ann Girres  

Cost:  $40 for study guide  
 

Praying in Color  
Thursday Evenings, Beginning October 13  

7:00-8:30 pm;  Emmaus Room  

Facilitator:  Lou Stocker  

Cost:  $5  
 

Level:  Branch  
 

Speaking Christian by Marcus Borg  
Thursday Evenings, October 6 -December 15  

7:00ñ8:30 pm; Fellowship Hall  

Facilitator:  Rev. John McBride  

Cost:  Purchase Own Book before class start  

Haiti: Challenges and Hope  
 

A four ðsession class based upon the UMW 

School of Christian Mission Geographic Study on 

Haiti will be offered by Advent staff member, Lori 

McBride, who was a Study Leader at the SCM at 

St. Johnõs University, Collegeville in July.        

Study topics included are:  
 

HaitiñThe Land and Its People  

The History and Politics of Haiti  

Toward a Theology of Liberation in Haiti  

Hope for the People of Haiti  

Dates:  Saturday evenings after òthriveó worship 

on September 24, October 1, 8 & 15.  

 

Time:  òthriveó worship starts the eveningsñ5 pm;  

Dinner will be provided for participants from 

about 6:00 ñ6:30 pm.  Study runs 6:30 -8:30 pm.   

 

If childcare is needed in order for you to attend, 

please let us 

know that when 

signing up for 

the study.  

Coffee with the Pastors  
Sunday Afternoon, September 25, 2011  

2:00-4:00 pm; Fellowship Hall  
 

 Anyone interested in getting to 

know Adventõs Pastoral or lay 

staff, our lay leadership, as well as 

the òinsideó scoop on Advent 

UMC and itõs ministries should plan 

to attend the fall offering of 

òCoffee with the Pastorsó.   

Information about membership at Advent will be 

included for those interested in finding out more.  

Dinner will be available WEDNESDAYS from 6 -6:45 

(free -will offering).  

Childcare will be available WEDNESDAYS as well.  
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Childrenõs Ministry          

Faith Builders 2011-2012 
òBible People Who Made A Difference:   

I Can Make A Difference Too!ó 
 

Wonderful things will be happening in Faith Builders 

Childrenõs Ministry in the coming months: 

Kids will learn about Jesus  

Kids will find out how they can make a difference 

in their world  

Kids will feel loved and supported by their parents, 

teachers, adult Faith Friends and leaders.  
 

Our theme for Faith Builders this coming year will intro-

duce our children to many people in the Bible who 

were chosen by God to lead Godõs people and 

make a difference in their world.  People like Joseph, 

The Disciples, Lydia, and many more!  
 

Each unit will be taught for five weeks, with a wrap up 

on week six to tie it all together and take us into the 

next unit.    NEW this year is our curriculum by Spark 

Facebook   

Have you òfriendedó Faith Builders Childrenõs Ministry yet?  This Facebook page is where we list our 

upcoming events ñgo ahead and be a friend!  

òMADó Camp Review 

The halls of Advent were buzzing with activity and 

ringing with song the week of July 11 -16 as twenty -five 

students along with their adult leaders created sets, 

memorized scripts, designed cos-

tumes and rehearsed songs in 

preparation for their presentation 

of    òMakinõ Room: The  Musicaló 

our 2011 Music and Drama Sum-

mer Camp.  New in 2011 was pre-

senting the musical  during worship 

on Sunday morning (in addition to 

Friday evening) which gave many 

more people an opportunity to 

share in the wonderful work of the 

campers and the message of their 

story.  Thanks to Jill     Apple, Robin 

McGuire, Jim Anderson, Donna 

Trimble, Stephanie and Rebekah 

Clark and all of the other adults 

who provided inspiration and     

direction for this wonderful summer 

camp tradition.  

House, which will offer each child/family a 

tri-fold brochure to take home filled with fun 

and interesting ways that kids can connect 

more deeply with the people they are 

learning about each unit.  Watch for the 

brochure after Faith Builders each week.  
 

Registration materials for Faith Builders are 

available at the Information Center in the 

Narthex.  If you are new to Advent and 

havenõt registered before, materials are 

available for you as well.  Stop by before or 

after worship as soon as possible.  

Teachers & Faith Friends Are 

Still Needed for Faith Builders  
 

Rev. Cindy and Youth Director Lindsey are 

fantastic teachers and role models for our 

children.  But nurturing, guiding and teach-

ing our children is a big job that they can-

not do all by themselves.  If you want all of 

the children of Advent to grow in their rela-

tionship with Jesus, why not be a part of the 

Faith Builders team this year?  For info about 

opportunities contact Cindy: 651.454.3944.  
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2011 Haiti Team and Project  
On Saturday, October 29, a team of volunteers from Ad-

vent will depart Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport 

bound for Port -au -Prince, the capital of the small island 

nation of Haiti.  This year the team will be partnering with 

International Child Care, a Christian health development 

organization operating in Haiti since 1967 and in the Do-

minican Republic since 1988.    
 

ICC programs center around three goals:  
 

1. Prevent Illness among children and their families 

through immunization, oral rehydration, vitamin A dis-

tribution, prenatal care, clean water projects, training 

of Traditional Birth Attendants and village - and church

-based health promoters;  

2. Promote Health for children and their families through 

health education, pre - and postnatal care, reproduc-

tive health services, growth monitoring and commu-

nity based rehabilitation for children with disabilities;  

3. Restore Health for children and adults who have fallen 

ill through TB and HIV treatment, outpatient medical 

clinics at Grace Children's Hospital and curative care 

services through our Integrated Community Health 

projects.  
 

ICC is working to change the conditions of poverty that 

impact health and well -being.  
 

When the team arrives in Haiti, they will be doing some-

thing a little bit different than in the past.  Many of the 

employees of Grace Childrenõs Hospital, the flagship   

ministry of ICC in Haiti, were profoundly impacted by the 

January, 2010 earthquake which struck Haiti, losing family 

and friends in the tragedy, along with their homes and all 

their personal belongings.  In spite of the suffering they 

faced, these employees reported to work at Grace     

Hospital everyday following the earthquake to provide 

care to the children and families who were patients at 

the hospital at the time of the quake.  They even took on 

the task of providing water, food and other support to the 

community at large in the days following the quake.  
 

More than 1.5 years later, many of the employees are still 

living in tent cities or in extended family situations be-

cause they do not have the resources needed to rebuild 

their homes.  Thatõs where Advent and our volunteers 

come in: while in Haiti the team will be working on re - 

moving debris, hauling supplies, assisting local laborers, 

and much more, on the rebuilding of GCH employee 

homes.  
 

While there, they will work with a      

Haitian foreman hired by ICC and 

alongside local laborers who will assist 

in the reconstruction even after our 

team of volunteers has returned home.  

The funds that the people of Advent so 

generously supply in the special offer-

ing to be taken on Welcome Weekend 

(9/10 -9/11) will help pay for construc-

tion and other supplies and wages for 

local laborers.  
 

Volunteers from Advent UMC include: 

Mary Doran, Jerry and Joni Fenner, Jim 

Hildebrand, Mark Schaenzer, and Willie 

Vogt.  They will be joined by Kevin 

Chace (Advent member Sandi 

Christie's nephew) and Miriam Rickert 

from Eden Prairie, both of whom went 

with the Advent team in July, 2010.  
 

Please keep all of the team members 

in your thoughts and prayers while they 

work in Haiti, and prayerfully consider 

what you can provide in the way of 

support for their work while in Haiti.  

Pray also for the people of Haiti who 

will be blessed by our team, and will no 

doubt be a great blessing to them as 

well.  Thank you!  

Photo:  ICC employee Robenson and his 

family lived in this tent for months following 

the devastating quake.  They now live in 

an extended family situation which affords 

little comfort or privacy.  


